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cities like Trent and Trieste! "In case of a war Italy would
explode against us like a keg of powder/' he added, declar-
ing that the best thing for Austria to do would be to crush
the irredentist hopes by war, and then Austria would be
freer to deal with Serbia or meet a Russian attack.239
Aehrenthal, however, had Francis Joseph on his side, and
secured the dismissal of Conrad because the latter was
urging war with Italy and friendship with Russia. The
Tripolitan War delayed the negotiations for the renewal
of the Triple Alliance. It was finally renewed, however,
on December 5,1912, without modification, being extended
for six years from July 8, 1914.240 A couple of weeks later,
Italy notified Germany that, in view of the existing politi-
cal conditions, frankness compelled her to say that she
would be unable to carry out her agreement of 1888 for
sending troops to cooperate with a German army on the
Rhine.241
THE EFFECTS OF THE BALKAN WARS
The outbreak of the Balkan Wars and the consequent
intensification of the conflict of interests between all the
Powers, great and small, affected the system of alliances in
several ways.
It increased the internal friction within the Triple Alli-
ance and Triple Entente. A study of the daily and even
hourly interchange of telegrams which went on between
the members of each group during the succession of crises
and kaleidoscopic changes which took place in the Balkans
during 1912 and 1913 shows, for instance, that Germany
was constantly irritated by the selfish policies and rash acts
of her Austrian ally. She was irritated because Austrian
policies sometimes ran counter to her own views on Balkan
affairs, and sometimes because they might endanger the
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